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When David had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was 
bound to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. Saul 
took him that day and would not let him return to his father’s house. Then 
Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own 
soul. Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that he was wearing, and gave 
it to David, and his armor, and even his sword and his bow and his 
belt. David went out and was successful wherever Saul sent him; as a 
result, Saul set him over the army. And all the people, even the servants of 
Saul, approved. 

As they were coming home, when David returned from killing the Philistine, 
the women came out of all the towns of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet 
King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of joy, and with musical 
instruments. And the women sang to one another as they made merry, 

“Saul has killed his thousands, and David his ten thousands.” 

Saul was very angry, for this saying displeased him. He said, “They have 
ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed thousands; 
what more can he have but the kingdom?” So Saul eyed David from that 
day on. 

The next day an evil spirit from God rushed upon Saul, and he raved within 
his house, while David was playing the lyre, as he did day by day. Saul had 
his spear in his hand; and Saul threw the spear, for he thought, “I will pin 
David to the wall.” But David eluded him twice. 

Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with him but had departed 
from Saul. So Saul removed him from his presence, and made him a 
commander of a thousand; and David marched out and came in, leading 
the army. David had success in all his undertakings; for the LORD was with 
him. When Saul saw that he had great success, he stood in awe of 
him. But all Israel and Judah loved David; for it was he who marched out 
and came in leading them. 
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Saul spoke with his son Jonathan and with all his servants about killing 
David. But Saul’s son Jonathan took great delight in David. Jonathan told 
David, “My father Saul is trying to kill you; therefore be on guard tomorrow 
morning; stay in a secret place and hide yourself. I will go out and stand 
beside my father in the field where you are, and I will speak to my father 
about you; if I learn anything I will tell you.” Jonathan spoke well of David to 
his father Saul, saying to him, “The king should not sin against his servant 
David, because he has not sinned against you, and because his deeds 
have been of good service to you; for he took his life in his hand when he 
attacked the Philistine, and the LORD brought about a great victory for all 
Israel. You saw it, and rejoiced; why then will you sin against an innocent 
person by killing David without cause?” Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan; 
Saul swore, “As the LORD lives, he shall not be put to death.” So Jonathan 
called David and related all these things to him. Jonathan then brought 
David to Saul, and he was in his presence as before. 
 
Again there was war, and David went out to fight the Philistines. Then an 
evil spirit from the LORD came upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his 
spear in his hand, while David was playing music. Saul sought to pin David 
to the wall with the spear; but he eluded Saul, so that he struck the spear 
into the wall. David fled and escaped that night. Saul sent messengers to 
David’s house to keep watch over him, planning to kill him in the morning. 
David’s wife Michal told him, “If you do not save your life tonight, tomorrow 
you will be killed.” So Michal let David down through the window; he fled 
away and escaped. Michal took an idol and laid it on the bed; she put a 
net of goats’ hair on its head, and covered it with the clothes. When Saul 
sent messengers to take David, she said, “He is sick.” Then Saul sent the 
messengers to see David for themselves. He said, “Bring him up to me in 
the bed, that I may kill him.” When the messengers came in, the idol was in 
the bed, with the covering of goats’ hair on its head. Saul said to Michal, 
“Why have you deceived me like this, and let my enemy go, so that he has 
escaped?” Michal answered Saul, “He said to me, ‘Let me go; why should I 
kill you?’” 
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Saul did not say anything that day; for he thought, “Something has befallen 
him [Jonathan]; he is not clean, surely he is not clean.” But on the second 
day, the day after the new moon, David’s place was empty. And Saul said 
to his son Jonathan, “Why has the son of Jesse not come to the feast, 
either yesterday or today?” Jonathan answered Saul, “David earnestly 
asked leave of me to go to Bethlehem; he said, ‘Let me go; for our family is 
holding a sacrifice in the city, and my brother has commanded me to be 
there. So now, if I have found favor in your sight, let me get away, and see 
my brothers.’ For this reason he has not come to the king’s table.” 

Then Saul’s anger was kindled against Jonathan. He said to him, “You son 
of a perverse, rebellious woman! Do I not know that you have chosen the 
son of Jesse to your own shame, and to the shame of your mother’s 
nakedness? For as long as the son of Jesse lives upon the earth, neither 
you nor your kingdom shall be established. Now send and bring him to me, 
for he shall surely die.” Then Jonathan answered his father Saul, “Why 
should he be put to death? What has he done?” But Saul threw his spear at 
him to strike him; so Jonathan knew that it was the decision of his father to 
put David to death. Jonathan rose from the table in fierce anger and ate no 
food on the second day of the month, for he was grieved for David, and 
because his father had disgraced him. 

In the morning Jonathan went out into the field to the appointment with 
David, and with him was a little boy. He said to the boy, “Run and find the 
arrows that I shoot.” As the boy ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. When 
the boy came to the place where Jonathan’s arrow had fallen, Jonathan 
called after the boy and said, “Is the arrow not beyond you?” Jonathan 
called after the boy, “Hurry, be quick, do not linger.” So Jonathan’s boy 
gathered up the arrows and came to his master. But the boy knew nothing; 
only Jonathan and David knew the arrangement. Jonathan gave his 
weapons to the boy and said to him, “Go and carry them to the city.” As 
soon as the boy had gone, David rose from beside the stone heap and 
prostrated himself with his face to the ground. He bowed three times, and 



they kissed each other, and wept with each other; David wept the 
more. Then Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, since both of us have 
sworn in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD shall be between me 
and you, and between my descendants and your descendants, forever.’” 
He got up and left; and Jonathan went into the city. 

1 Samuel 31 

Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled before 
the Philistines, and many fell on Mount Gilboa. The Philistines overtook 
Saul and his sons; and the Philistines killed Jonathan and Abinadab and 
Malchishua, the sons of Saul. The battle pressed hard upon Saul; the 
archers found him, and he was badly wounded by them. Then Saul said to 
his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword and thrust me through with it, so that 
these uncircumcised may not come and thrust me through, and make sport 
of me.” But his armor-bearer was unwilling; for he was terrified. So Saul 
took his own sword and fell upon it. When his armor-bearer saw that Saul 
was dead, he also fell upon his sword and died with him. So Saul and his 
three sons and his armor-bearer and all his men died together on the same 
day. When the men of Israel who were on the other side of the valley and 
those beyond the Jordan saw that the men of Israel had fled and that Saul 
and his sons were dead, they forsook their towns and fled; and the 
Philistines came and occupied them. 

The next day, when the Philistines came to strip the dead, they found Saul 
and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. They cut off his head, stripped 
off his armor, and sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines to 
carry the good news to the houses of their idols and to the people. They put 
his armor in the temple of Astarte; and they fastened his body to the wall of 
Beth-shan. But when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard what the 
Philistines had done to Saul, all the valiant men set out, traveled all night 
long, and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of 
Beth-shan. They came to Jabesh and burned them there. Then they took 
their bones and buried them under the tamarisk tree in Jabesh, and fasted 
seven days. 


