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Welcome 

 
The Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude   “What Child is This?”  

    James Cesare, trumpet soloist 
 
 

The First Lesson is from John’s Prologue  
 
In the beginning – everything began! And before everything began, there 

was God. God was before – before everything. The Holy Spirit and Christ 

were there, too. Jesus brought Christ into this world in a very special way 

that changed everything. Everything. The Light that Jesus brought into the 

world reminds us that this Light is always with us – in us! Yes, we are 

“People of the Light; People of the Love and the Hope and the Joy and the 

Peace”.  So, we begin this evening with lighting a symbol of that Light, 

Love, Hope, Peace, and Joy for all to see: the Christ Candle at the Center 

of our Advent Wreath. 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Christ Candle 
 

Please stand if you wish and join us in singing. 
 

Carol  “One Candle is Lit”  
 

Come surely, Sweet Jesus, as dawn follows night, 

our hearts long to greet you, as roses the light. 

Salvation, draw near us, our visions engage. 

One candle is lit for the hope of the day. 
 

Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare 

for a gift that compels us with justice to care. 

Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease. 

One candle is lit for the reign of God’s peace. 
 

Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth, 

join angels in dancing from heaven to earth. 

Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise. 

One candle is lit for the joy of these days. 
 

Come, wander where lion and lamb gently play, 

Where wicked is banished and faith takes the day, 

A babe in a manger to fool the world’s eyes. 

One candle is lit for God’s loving surprise. 
 

Come, listen, the sounds of God with us ring clear, 

And signs of a cross in the distance appear. 

The Word once made flesh, yet the Word ever near. 

One candle is lit for the Christ birthday here. 

Please be seated 



 

 

 
Second Lesson recalls John the Baptist’s words 

 

 Listen to the call of John the Baptist’s voice in your heart: 

“I am the voice shouting in the desert: 

Get the road ready for the One to come; 

make the path straight and clear for this One to travel! 

Every valley must be filled up and leveled out, 

even-out the hills and the mountains!  

Nothing can be in the way! No winding roads, no rough paths. 

Make it easy for everyone to see the coming of the One. 

The One who will reveal God to this world, 

a world sorely in need of God!” 

 

Imagine John the Baptist saying these things to those he baptized in the 

Jordan River that day, adding:  

 

 “And, while I baptize you with water at this river’s bank, the One 

 to come will baptize you with the Holy Spirit, bringing Love, 

 Hope, Joy and Peace for this world. Be ready!  

 The time is come…” 

 
 
Anthem  “Mary Did You Know”   The Chancel Choir 
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Third Lesson - The Angel appears to Mary 
 

Now, even though it seems like yesterday, this happened in the town of 

Nazareth in a place called Galilee more than two thousand years ago.  

 

A Messenger of God, the Archangel Gabriel, appeared suddenly to a 

young woman named Mary. Mary was engaged to Joseph, a man 

whose family dated back to the time of David, a famous and important 

ruler of Judea. 

 

The appearance of the angel startled Mary, as it would anyone! The 

angel’s words were even more startling: “God is with you, Mary, and 

you are the most fortunate of all women!”  

 

Mary was frightened and wondered what this all meant. And the angel 

surprised her even more by saying, “God has chosen you, Mary, to be 

the mother of a child, a son, whom you will name Jesus.” 

 

Trying hard to understand all that was happening but not quite able to 

believe it, Mary told the angel that this was simply not possible. Then 

the angel said the words that would be repeated until time ceases to be, 

“Mary, everything is possible with God.” 

 

And Mary was changed in a way she could hardly understand; 

suddenly, fear was no longer with her; she bowed in respect to the 

messenger and said, “I will follow God’s will; I place my life in God’s 

care.” And when she looked up – no one was there. The angel—had 

gone. And God, as before, was with her. 



 

 

 
 
 
Please stand if you wish and join us in singing. 

 
 
 

Carol  “Come, O Long-expected Jesus”     
   New Century Hymnal #122, vss. 1,2,1 
 

Come, O long-expected Jesus,  

born to set all people free; 

from our fears and sins release us;  

grant us your true liberty. 
 

Israel’s strength and consolation,  

hope to all the earth impart; 

dear desire of every nation,  

enter every longing heart. 
 

Come, O long-expected Jesus,  

born to set all people free; 

from our fears and sins release us;  

grant us your true liberty. 

 

 

Please be seated 
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Fourth Lesson tells of the night when Jesus is born    
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered so taxes and more could be collected. He 

wanted to know how many people were on Earth, what their names 

were, where they lived, how many children they had and so forth. His 

decree required that everyone travel to the towns where their families 

were from and register in the census he demanded.  

 

Obeying the law of the emperor, Joseph took Mary to Bethlehem, 

because that is where his descendants had originally settled. How far 

was it to Bethlehem? From Nazareth it was a long and hard trip - about 

120 miles, and they traveled by donkey and on foot with others who 

were on the same journey. 

 

At that time, Mary was engaged to Joseph and expecting a child. She 

was very pregnant and close to having her baby. While they were in 

Bethlehem, Mary’s time arrived, and she gave birth to Jesus. It was 

there, in Bethlehem, that the child was wrapped in cloth and born in a 

manger where animals and their keepers stayed, because as we are told 

– there was no room in the inn. 

 
 
Anthem “Baby Jesu, At Your Birth” The Chancel Choir

 
 
 
 



 

 

Fifth Lesson of the Angels appearing to the shepherds 
 

While all this was happening, some distance away, other angels, other 

messengers of God, suddenly appeared before a group of shepherds. 

We are told that the glory of God was so brightly shining that the 

shepherds were terrified! They didn’t know what to do… 

But the messengers addressed them, saying: 

 

 “Do not be afraid; Listen! I bring you good news of great joy for 

everyone! To you, this nation and all the world – on this day in the city 

of David a child is born. A child of God; the one you have been 

waiting for – the Messiah.” [The one who will become known as Jesus, 

Emmanuel, God-with-Us.] 

 

Then the angels told them, “This is how you will be able to find him: 

the infant will be in a manger wrapped in cloth. You will know this 

child when you see him!” 

 

It was all so amazing! Suddenly, as if the heavens and nature and stars 

could sing, these words were heard echoing, resounding all around 

them: “Glory to God in the highest and peace to all on earth,  

for the child is born.” 

 

Then, the angels departed as mysteriously as they had come. The 

shepherds looked at each other shocked and in wonder. All at once 

they said together, “Let’s go, now! Let’s go and see this for ourselves!” 

And, so, they went, and just as they had been told, they found Mary 

and Joseph and Jesus, and they we in awe. 
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Solo  “O Holy Night” Sean Cameron  
 

Sixth Lesson - The Wise Travelers and the Star 
 
News of the birth of the child, the appearance of messengers and the 
strange star spread quickly. Travelers from everywhere were talking all 
about it. Word of the birth of Jesus, a newborn ruler, even got to King 
Herod - the cruel and jealous ruler of the time. 
 

At one point, the Wise Travelers passed through Herod’s court, asking 
for directions to find this child. They had been following the star and 
wondered if anyone knew where it led.  
 

Well, Herod and much of Jerusalem were already frightened by all 
these strange occurrences being reported. King Herod called together 
his high priests and the scribes and asked them what they thought was 
going on. “Could this be the Messiah?” he asked. 
 

The high priests and scribes told Herod that according to scriptures and 
the prophets, the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem – in the 
direction of the star. That was enough for Herod. He was going to end 
this threat to him and his power as soon as he could.  
 

Making believe that he wanted to celebrate the birth of this amazing 
child, Herod called the Wise Travelers to him and asked them to tell 
him when they found the child so he, too, could go and worship him. 
They agreed to do this and went on their way, following the star until it 
stopped over the place where the child was - and there they found 
Jesus.  Upon finding the baby Jesus, they were overcome with joy. They 
embraced the family and presented them with the gifts they had 
brought. They were in awe and amazement the whole time. 

 
 

Anthem  “Quiet Night, Wondrous Sight”  The Chancel Choir 
   Don Besig & Nancy Price 



 

 

Seventh Lesson - O What a Night…   
 
 

The shepherds and the Wise Travelers joined with others that night. 
They shared their stories with Jesus’ family. Everyone who was part of 
that night and the days that followed were changed forever.  
 
Finally, it was time for them to go. The shepherds went back to their 
fields, singing praises and thanks to God for what they had witnessed.  
 
The Wise Travelers, too, began their journey home. But not by way of 
Herod. They had been warned in a dream that the king was using them 
to get to Jesus to kill him. The angels directed them to travel home by a 
different route; so they did. They made their way home leaving King 
Herod angry at being out-maneuvered. 
 
There was another dream, too. This one for Joseph.  An angel told 
Joseph not to go back to Nazareth, because King Herod would surely 
know of his arrival and attempt to kill Jesus there. Instead, the angel 
told Joseph to take his family to Egypt where they would be safe. They 
were to wait there until the angel returned, telling them it was all clear 
to return to Nazareth. 
 
And so it was that Joseph and Mary and Jesus and their young family 
stayed in Egypt until Herod had died and the angel told them it was 
time to return home.  
 
All this and more was held in the hearts of everyone; it was all 
remembered, especially the voices that sung that night in the heavens 
and have continued to this day to sing in all our hearts. 
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Please stand if you wish and join us in singing. 
 
Anthem/Carol  “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”  

     New Century Hymnal #131 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold; 

“Peace on the earth, good will to all, great news of joy we bring.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 

 

Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled, 

and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 

and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

 

And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 

who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps and slow, 

Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; 

O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing! 

 

For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold, 

when with the ever-circling years comes round the age of gold; 

When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

And all the world send back the song which know the angels sing. 

 
Please remain standing for the Passing of the Peace of Christ. 

 
 



 

 

Passing of the Peace of Christ 
 
As we gather together, remembering the night that changed the course of the 
universe, the “cosmic event of Jesus”, let us offer one another a sign of peace 
that connects us now and forever to the Good News we share for all. May the 
peace of the Risen Christ be with you all!  And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Anthem  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  The Chancel Choir 

 
 

Please remain seated. 

 
Instructions for the Lighting of the Candles, while we sing… 

 
Carol  “Joy to the World!” New Century Hymnal #132, vss. 1, 2 

 
Joy to the World! The Lord is come: 

let earth its praises bring; 
let every heart prepare Christ room, 

and heaven and nature sing 
and heaven and nature sing 
and heaven and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy! 
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Carol  “O Little Child”  from Emmanuel 
 

O little Child, 
I bring a rose to the Rose of Sharon; 

Lilies to the Lily of the Valley, 
Stars to the morning stars, 

Peace to the Prince of Peace. 
 
 

I bring you Roses, 
I bring you Lilies from the garden, 

Stars from Heaven to the Prince of Peace, Roses, 
I bring you Lilies from the Garden, 

I bring your Stars, But you give me Peace. 
 
 

O little Child, 
I bring a rose to the Rose of Sharon; 

Lilies to the Lily of the Valley, 
Stars to the morning stars, 

Peace to the Prince of Peace. 
Peace to the Prince of Peace! 

 
 
Benediction 
 

Let us go from this place proclaiming 
that we have seen the glory of God in our own ways, 
believing that God’s Light shines in the darkness: 
this Light of Jesus, shines and will never be overcome by darkness. 
 
And as we go we pray: May the love of God in and around us, 
the joy of the Spirit that causes the heavens to sing, 
and the peace of Christ born this day many years ago… 
be with you this Christmas Day and every day of our lives. Shalom. 



 

 

 
Carol “Silent Night, Holy Night”  NCH 134, Verses 1,2,3,1 
 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright. 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Silent Night, holy night, Child of God, love’s pure light, 

radiant beams from thy holy face bring the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus Lord at thy birth, Jesus Lord at thy birth. 

 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright. 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
 
 

Church Bell Rings 
Approach to the Creche 

Go in Peace. 
Merry Christmas! 

 
 
 

PAGE 14 



 

  

 

	
	

2022	Chancel	Poinsettias	
DONATED BY:    IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 
 
Tom & Kay Wolf    Our Riley and Alice Powell 
 
Karen E. Gunkel Lewis   Martin & Marion Gunkel 
 
The Ackers     Taylor 
 
Gini McLaughlin & Jerry Avolio  Loved Ones, both family and friends 
 
Elise & James Cesare Our parents, sisters Annette and Gloria,  

brother-in-law Dick 
 
Karen & Hank Maust Rev. John A. Geter, Jr., Carolyn Kane,  

Karl Hasselriis, Don & Alice Gray 
   
Sue Lanchantin    Paul and Loved Ones 
 
Kathy & Peter Leis    Herminie & Mike Bavosa  

Shirley & Jim McMann 
 

Connie & Roger Kauffman  Phil and Kasia 
 
Judie & Mike Jayne   Don & Alice Gray and Virginia Goodwin 
 
Jean & Jeff Newcombe   Nana, Papa, Edie, Grampy & Aunt Chick 
 
Susan Kubelle  May the Joy be your gift at Christmas and 

may Faith, Hope and Love be your 
treasures in the New Year. 

 
DONATED BY:                         IN HONOR OF: 
 
Kathy & Peter Leis  Abigail and Olivia Linsner 
Elise & James Cesare Pastor Raymond Bagnuolo 
 
Connie & Roger Kauffman  Katie 
 
DONATED BY:                         IN CELEBRATION  OF: 
 
Jerry & Susan Ryan   Families – Ryans, Chiappinos, Mullers   

   and especially our church family 



 

 

 
Sayville Congregational United Church of Christ 

 
For more than a century and a half, Sayville's Congregational Church has 

served families on the South Shore and been a voice for the progressive 

Protestant tradition. A member of the United Church of Christ since it was 

established in 1957, today we continue to celebrate God's love, to speak 

for the oppressed, and to welcome those on their journey. To learn about 

membership, please speak with any member or call or email Ray. 

 

Sayville Congregational United Church of Christ 

131 Middle Road, Sayville, NY 11782-3101 

631-589-1519; churchadmin@sayvilleucc.org 

 www.sayvilleucc.org; www.facebook.com/sayvilleucc 

 Heather Corcoran, Church Administrator; eChimes Editor 

Ray Bagnuolo, Pastor ray@sayvilleucc.org 631-827-8611 (Cell/Text) 

 
Tonight’s Service is being live-streamed on our church channel at 

www.echimestv.org  Tune in any time! 

 

Thank you for being with us today. 

Peace. Shalom. Salaam. For the ways of peace are many. 

“Namaste” 


