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Bible Jam Class Notes 
Wednesday, September 20, 2023 

Current Schedule 
September Dates: (Wednesdays)  9/13, 9/20, 9/27 
October Dates: (Wednesdays)  10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25 
November Dates: (Wednesdays)  11/1, 11/8, 11/29 
December Dates: (Wednesdays)  12/6, 12/13, 12/20 (?) 
Christmas is on a Monday this year. 
 

1. Welcome 
 

2. Checking In 
 

3. At Home Reflections 
 Discussion/Review/Homework 
 

a. Write about two of the questions below that speak to you to share with the 
group. 
 

b. Read Philippians twice – once without the outline. What did you notice? What 
questions occur to you. Anything about Paul jump out? 
 

c. Any questions or observations in general that you have? 
 

4. List Of Questions/Items for Comment 
 

a. Faith. 
 

b. “Love God; in love with God”   
 

c. “Believe Jesus; believe in Jesus” 
 

d. To begin each day to know that God is most important to me in my life; To 
remember that. How? 

 

e. How I wish I could talk to God and/or Jesus– and have a response 
 

f. Where do Scriptures come into my understanding orrelationship with my 
Higher Power? 

 

g. How or does God  “inform or inspire us” through our scriptures? 
 

h. What happens to that inspirational process with old, very old texts? 
 
i. What are we supposed to do with others who just don’t believe. 
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j. Why do we gather? 

 

k. Who taught us what we are supposed to believe? Who taught those who 
taught us…What’s the meaning of that going forward 

 

l. What have you taught others about God, Jesus, Spirit and what you believe in 
relation to the teachings we study?  

 

m. Do we oversimplify the texts and their meanings? 
 

n. What is it you have that you would like others to learn? How?  
o. What – if anything – you have been taught, would you like to un-learn or un-

know? What would that require of you, of others? 
 

p. Is saying you have “faith” enough – to dismiss all these questions and others 
like them? 

 

q. What is faith? What is belief? What is the difference – to you? After all, you 
are a teacher of these things. How would you teach these things today? 

 

r. Is it our nature to be unsure?  
 

s. Do we really even want to think, pray, swim about these things? 
 
 

5. Philippi: 
 

• Philippi was a major Greek city in the first century.  
• It was founded in 356 BCE by the Macedonian King Philip II, who was one of the 

parents of Alexander the Great. 
• The city was considered an extension of Rome and had a higher status than 

Thessalonica. Philippi's citizens had Roman citizenship and ius Italicum*, which 
allowed them to self-govern and be tax-exempt.  

• The city's population was between 10 and 15 thousand people, with 40% being 
Roman citizens and 60% being Greek.  

• Philippi was a typical first-century city in that many gods were worshiped. The 
emperor may have been worshiped as a god in the imperial cult.  

• The apostle Paul established the first Christian church in Europe in Philippi 
around CE 50. He wrote the eleventh book of the New Testament, Philippians, to 
the Christian congregation in Philippi while he was in prison.  
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* Ius Italicum (Latin, Italian or Italic law) was a law in the early Roman Empire that 
allowed the emperors to grant cities outside Italy the legal fiction that they were on 
Italian soil. This meant that the city would be governed under Roman law rather 
than local law, and it would have a greater degree of autonomy in their relations 
with provincial governors. As Roman citizens, people were able to buy and sell 
property, were exempt from land tax and the poll tax and were entitled to protection 
under Roman law. Ius Italicum was the highest liberty a municipality or province 
could obtain and was considered very favorable.  

 
Background on the Letter of Paul 
 
Video – 13 minutes 

St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians | Overview & Bible Study 
https://youtu.be/QQF-NoDwFyM?si=RObH1NeqcxIa75sM  
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